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CONFIDENTIM ^ 'k' 

HONQ KONQ/UK/PRC: DEMOCRATIC BEQINNIN 




pjcng Kcng tock l si^mfKSj\t wtep towa;d 
rrprtscntativr drmrcracy on September 
15 when first-ever direct elections were held 
for 18 of 60 legislative council (Legco) scats. 
The liberal United [>emocrats of Hong Kong 
(UDHK) and their allies did better than 
projected, winning 16 scats. Bcijing-sup- 
poncd candidates lost all contests, as did the 
conservative, business -oriented Liberal 
Democratic Federation, which favors close 
cooperation with the PRC. Voter turnout was 
^9%, well below the 50% the government 
hoped for but still higher than any previous 
Hong Kong election. 



usually .ubber st&.iiped government 
derisions Ir 1985 functional constituencies 
(bankers, teachers, etc.) first held indirect 
elections to Legco. 

In the contest for 21 hinctional constituen- 
cy scats on September 13. conservatives 
predominated. A further 17 Legco members 
will be appointed by the Hong Kong gover- 
nor. (The remaining 4 members serve ex of- 
ficio. T 



Political panics began forming m Hong 
Kong only last year. 
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'i' j 'the UDHK leader, anomcy Manin 

Lee, an outspoken advocate of democracy. 
1 — Lee refuses to be ignored, and immediately 
after the election called for dialogue with 
* f ! PRC represcntarives in Hong Kong. 

- ^ Th* n*w polKlcal Mn*up 

^ ? Lee is also using the election results to 
press for changes that would give liberals in 
■ govemmen' i vo'C*? in Hong Kong affair^. 
Traditional' y the governor has apoontcd 
conservative business aiid p^of^issionj rcprc- 
" sentativcs to the policy-making executive (CONFIDENTIAL) 
^ 1 council (Exco) and the Legco, which has 
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